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S an artist, Syed
Thajudeen’s reputation
precedes him. He's been
~an active force in art
or three decades and
continues to be a major part of
corporate galleries and discerning
private collections,

Given the man’s standing, he has
a surprisingly approachable air,
Wise, experienced, but not uptight.
“What do you think? Do | manage
to pull off the a ﬁpeamnce ofa
typical artist?” he jokes before we

got seated to talk, referring to his
massive beard.
Syed has seen the Malaysian

art world go through différent
changes. When he first graduated
from India's Madras College Of
Arts in 1974, Malaysia was just 16
years old.

From then to now, Syed has
seen more opporiunities arise for
young artists. “It was a challenge
back when [ started. There were
no art colleges and hardl agl
support from different galleries,”
he says. In fact, just wanting
to become an artist then was a
tough challenge.

“My parenis wanied me to
become a doctor, but | was
moved by art. [ told my parents
I wouldn't hold it against them if
things didn't work out, but I really
wanted to be the master of my
own destiny,” Syed recalls.

While the rest of the Malaysian
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art scene at the time looked to
Europe, Syed immersed himself
in Indian art. The perception at
the time was that anything not

uropean or Western was inferior.

e have to celebrate all types
uf art, especially from our region.
What we have here is very rich,
but back then hardly anybody
wanted to pay attention to it. |
wanted to find a different voice, so
I looked to India.”

Today, the Malaysian art scene
is more vibrant. There are more
galleries and many corporations
such as Petronas, Siemens and JP
Morgan have private galleries. Art
academies are easy 1o find. “Right
now a lot of art still resides in
Malaysia. Future generations will
be able to enjoy it.”

As for younger artists, Syed
notices that many of them are in a
hurry to become superstars. “What
I see today are artists fresh out of

their studies who want to instantly
become the next Picasso. From my
experience, it takes time. It took
me close to 40 years to establish
myself. You have to hone your
craft and identity. This doesn’t
happen overnight,” he says.

Syed's work can easily take
over a year to finish. He currently
has an amazing piece titled The
Beginning on display at Galeri
Petronas, as part of the exhihition
to coincide with Merdeka
titled, Changing Phases. Syed's
The Beginning is the artists’
interpretation of the founding of
Malacca by Parameswara. “I tuuk
18 months to finish that piece,” he
says. Bearing in mind the painting
measures 183 x 512 cm and the
intricate detail involved, the time
spent makes sense.

Malaysian art to Syed is an
important heritage he hopes to
see preserved and encouraged by
the powers that be. “P. Ramlee
died a poor man. It was only

Syed Thajudeen says artists are
a silent force. The Beginning is
featured above

after his death that he got his
wide recognition and accolades.
Malaysian artists aren't out there
being the doctors or engineers of
our country, but they
| are a silent force
@ that helps to elevate
| our culture.”
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